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that is best in the pupil. It is from the lips of
one of his own pupils, who was educated for
nine years at Shanti Niketan and is at present
an undergraduate of Pembroke College, Cam-
bridge, that we have chiefly gathered the follow-
ing account of his remarkable experiment.
Like most schemes that bear fruit, the school
arose in a natural way from little beginnings.
As we said, the Maharshi in his early youth had
retired there for meditation, and it was there,
under the great "chatim" tree, that he first
received his enlightenment. The place, there-
fore, became very dear to him, and he founded
a garden on that plot of land, and built a house
and a temple of coloured glass with a white
marble floor where, according to the trust deed,
" every morning and evening, each day through-
out the year, must be performed the worship of
the one true God." This Shanti Niketan, or
Abode of Peace, was kept open to the outside
public. Any one wishing for a few days of
quiet meditation was welcome there as a guest,
and the place was known as a religious hermit-
age before the school was thought of.
It was while residing there that the idea of
reviving the Asram, the forest school of ancient